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PRICE FIXING 
SELECTED ANTITRUST AND RELATED STATUTES 

SUBSTANTIVE OFFENSES 

The Sherman Act 
 

Section 1. Trusts, etc., in restraint of trade illegal; penalty 

Every contract, combination in the form of trust or otherwise, or conspiracy, in 
restraint of trade or commerce among the several States, or with foreign nations, is 
declared to be illegal. Every person who shall make any contract or engage in any 
combination or conspiracy hereby declared to be illegal shall be deemed guilty of a 
felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
$100,000,000 if a corporation, or, if any other person, $1,000,000, or by 
imprisonment not exceeding 10 years, or by both said punishments, in the discretion 
of the court. [15 U.S.C. § 1] 

Section 2. Monopolizing trade a felony; penalty 

Every person who shall monopolize, or attempt to monopolize, or combine or 
conspire with any other person or persons, to monopolize any part of the trade or 
commerce among the several States, or with foreign nations, shall be deemed guilty 
of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
$100,000,000 if a corporation, or, if any other person, $1,000,000, or by 
imprisonment not exceeding 10 years, or by both said punishments, in the discretion 
of the court.  [15 U.S.C. § 2] 

 
 

Criminal Code 
 

18 U.S.C. § 2. Principals (aid and abet liability) 

(a) Whoever commits an offense against the United States or aids, abets, 
counsels, commands, induces or procures its commission, is punishable as a 
principal.  

(b) Whoever willfully causes an act to be done which if directly performed by 
him or another would be an offense against the United States, is punishable as a 
principal.  
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18 U.S.C. § 371. Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud United 
States 

If two or more persons conspire either to commit any offense against the United 
States, or to defraud the United States, or any agency thereof in any manner or for 
any purpose, and one or more of such persons do any act to effect the object of the 
conspiracy, each shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both.  

If, however, the offense, the commission of which is the object of the conspiracy, 
is a misdemeanor only, the punishment for such conspiracy shall not exceed the 
maximum punishment provided for such misdemeanor.  

18 U.S.C. § 1001. Statements or entries generally (false statements) 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, whoever, in any matter within 
the jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of the Government of 
the United States, knowingly and willfully— 

(1) falsifies, conceals, or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device a material 
fact; 

(2) makes any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or 
representation; or 

(3) makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to contain 
any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry; 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 5 years or, if the offense 
involves international or domestic terrorism (as defined in section 2331), imprisoned 
not more than 8 years, or both. If the matter relates to an offense under chapter 109A, 
109B, 110, or 117, or section 1591, then the term of imprisonment imposed under 
this section shall be not more than 8 years. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a party to a judicial proceeding, or that 
party’s counsel, for statements, representations, writings or documents submitted by 
such party or counsel to a judge or magistrate in that proceeding. 

(c) With respect to any matter within the jurisdiction of the legislative branch, 
subsection (a) shall apply only to— 

(1) administrative matters, including a claim for payment, a matter related to the 
procurement of property or services, personnel or employment practices, or support 
services, or a document required by law, rule, or regulation to be submitted to the 
Congress or any office or officer within the legislative branch; or 

(2) any investigation or review, conducted pursuant to the authority of any 
committee, subcommittee, commission or office of the Congress, consistent with 
applicable rules of the House or Senate.  
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18 U.S.C. § 1341. Frauds and swindles (mail fraud)  

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, 
or for obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, 
representations, or promises, or to sell, dispose of, loan, exchange, alter, give away, 
distribute, supply, or furnish or procure for unlawful use any counterfeit or spurious 
coin, obligation, security, or other article, or anything represented to be or intimated 
or held out to be such counterfeit or spurious article, for the purpose of executing 
such scheme or artifice or attempting so to do, places in any post office or authorized 
depository for mail matter, any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered by 
the Postal Service, or deposits or causes to be deposited any matter or thing whatever 
to be sent or delivered by any private or commercial interstate carrier, or takes or 
receives therefrom, any such matter or thing, or knowingly causes to be delivered by 
mail or such carrier according to the direction thereon, or at the place at which it is 
directed to be delivered by the person to whom it is addressed, any such matter or 
thing, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If 
the violation occurs in relation to, or involving any benefit authorized, transported, 
transmitted, transferred, disbursed, or paid in connection with, a presidentially 
declared major disaster or emergency (as those terms are defined in section 102 of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5122)), or affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more than 
$1,000,000 or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both 

 

18 U.S.C. § 1343. Fraud by wire, radio, or television (wire fraud) 

Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, 
or for obtaining money or property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, 
representations, or promises, transmits or causes to be transmitted by means of wire, 
radio, or television communication in interstate or foreign commerce, any writings, 
signs, signals, pictures, or sounds for the purpose of executing such scheme or 
artifice, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. 
If the violation occurs in relation to, or involving any benefit authorized, transported, 
transmitted, transferred, disbursed, or paid in connection with, a presidentially 
declared major disaster or emergency (as those terms are defined in section 102 of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5122)), or affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more than 
$1,000,000 or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both.  

 

18 U.S.C. § 1503. Influencing or injuring officer or juror generally 

(a) Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or 
communication, endeavors to influence, intimidate, or impede any grand or petit 
juror, or officer in or of any court of the United States, or officer who may be serving 
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at any examination or other proceeding before any United States magistrate judge or 
other committing magistrate, in the discharge of his duty, or injures any such grand 
or petit juror in his person or property on account of any verdict or indictment 
assented to by him, or on account of his being or having been such juror, or injures 
any such officer, magistrate judge, or other committing magistrate in his person or 
property on account of the performance of his official duties, or corruptly or by 
threats or force, or by any threatening letter or communication, influences, obstructs, 
or impedes, or endeavors to influence, obstruct, or impede, the due administration of 
justice, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). If the offense under this 
section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case, and the act in violation of 
this section involves the threat of physical force or physical force, the maximum term 
of imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense shall be the higher of that 
otherwise provided by law or the maximum term that could have been imposed for 
any offense charged in such case. 

(b) The punishment for an offense under this section is— 
(1) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and 1112; 
(2) in the case of an attempted killing, or a case in which the offense was 

committed against a petit juror and in which a class A or B felony was charged, 
imprisonment for not more than 20 years, a fine under this title, or both; and 

(3) in any other case, imprisonment for not more than 10 years, a fine under this 
title, or both.  

 

18 U.S.C. § 1505. Obstruction of proceedings before departments, agencies, 
and committees 

Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or obstruct compliance, in whole 
or in part, with any civil investigative demand duly and properly made under the 
Antitrust Civil Process Act, willfully withholds, misrepresents, removes from any 
place, conceals, covers up, destroys, mutilates, alters, or by other means falsifies any 
documentary material, answers to written interrogatories, or oral testimony, which is 
the subject of such demand; or attempts to do so or solicits another to do so; or  

Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or 
communication influences, obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, obstruct, 
or impede the due and proper administration of the law under which any pending 
proceeding is being had before any department or agency of the United States, or the 
due and proper exercise of the power of inquiry under which any inquiry or 
investigation is being had by either House, or any committee of either House or any 
joint committee of the Congress—  

Shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 5 years or, if the offense 
involves international or domestic terrorism (as defined in section 2331), imprisoned 
not more than 8 years, or both.  
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18 U.S.C. § 1519. Destruction, alteration, or falsification of records in 
Federal investigations and bankruptcy 

Whoever knowingly alters, destroys, mutilates, conceals, covers up, falsifies, or 
makes a false entry in any record, document, or tangible object with the intent to 
impede, obstruct, or influence the investigation or proper administration of any 
matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States or any 
case filed under title 11, or in relation to or contemplation of any such matter or case, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. 

 

18 U.S.C. § 1621. Perjury generally 

Whoever— 
(1) having taken an oath before a competent tribunal, officer, or person, in any 

case in which a law of the United States authorizes an oath to be administered, that 
he will testify, declare, depose, or certify truly, or that any written testimony, 
declaration, deposition, or certificate by him subscribed, is true, willfully and 
contrary to such oath states or subscribes any material matter which he does not 
believe to be true; or 

(2) in any declaration, certificate, verification, or statement under penalty of 
perjury as permitted under section 1746 of title 28, United States Code, willfully 
subscribes as true any material matter which he does not believe to be true; 
is guilty of perjury and shall, except as otherwise expressly provided by law, be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. This section is 
applicable whether the statement or subscription is made within or without the 
United States.  
 

18 U.S.C. § 1622. Subornation of perjury 

Whoever procures another to commit any perjury is guilty of subornation of 
perjury, and shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or 
both.  

 


