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6.

Unilateral Effects

The elimination of competition between two firms that results from their merger may alone constitute
a substantial lessening of competition. Such unilateral effects are most apparent in a merger to
monopoly in a relevant market, but are by no means limited to that case. Whether cognizable
efficiencies resulting from the merger are likely to reduce or reverse adverse unilateral effects is
addressed in Section 10.
Several common types of unilateral effects are discussed in this section. Section 6.1 discusses
unilateral price effects in markets with differentiated products. Section 6.2 discusses unilateral effects
in markets where sellers negotiate with buyers or prices are determined through auctions. Section 6.3
discusses unilateral effects relating to reductions in output or capacity in markets for relatively
homogeneous products. Section 6.4 discusses unilateral effects arising from diminished innovation or
reduced product variety. These effects do not exhaust the types of possible unilateral effects; for
example, exclusionary unilateral effects also can arise.
A merger may result in different unilateral effects along different dimensions of competition. For
example, a merger may increase prices in the short term but not raise longer-term concerns about
innovation, either because rivals will provide sufficient innovation competition or because the merger
will generate cognizable research and development efficiencies. See Section 10.

6.1

Pricing of Differentiated Products

In differentiated product industries, some products can be very close substitutes and compete strongly
with each other, while other products are more distant substitutes and compete less strongly. For
example, one high-end product may compete much more directly with another high-end product than
with any low-end product.
A merger between firms selling differentiated products may diminish competition by enabling the
merged firm to profit by unilaterally raising the price of one or both products above the pre-merger
level. Some of the sales lost due to the price rise will merely be diverted to the product of the merger
partner and, depending on relative margins, capturing such sales loss through merger may make the
price increase profitable even though it would not have been profitable prior to the merger.
The extent of direct competition between the products sold by the merging parties is central to the
evaluation of unilateral price effects. Unilateral price effects are greater, the more the buyers of
products sold by one merging firm consider products sold by the other merging firm to be their next
choice. The Agencies consider any reasonably available and reliable information to evaluate the
extent of direct competition between the products sold by the merging firms. This includes
documentary and testimonial evidence, win/loss reports and evidence from discount approval
processes, customer switching patterns, and customer surveys. The types of evidence relied on often
overlap substantially with the types of evidence of customer substitution relevant to the hypothetical
monopolist test. See Section 4.1.1.
Substantial unilateral price elevation post-merger for a product formerly sold by one of the merging
firms normally requires that a significant fraction of the customers purchasing that product view
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products formerly sold by the other merging firm as their next-best choice. However, unless premerger margins between price and incremental cost are low, that significant fraction need not
approach a majority. For this purpose, incremental cost is measured over the change in output that
would be caused by the price change considered. A merger may produce significant unilateral effects
for a given product even though many more sales are diverted to products sold by non-merging firms
than to products previously sold by the merger partner.
Example 19: In Example 5, the merged entity controlling Products A and B would raise prices ten percent, given
the product offerings and prices of other firms. In that example, one-third of the sales lost by Product A when its
price alone is raised are diverted to Product B. Further analysis is required to account for repositioning, entry,
and efficiencies.

In some cases, the Agencies may seek to quantify the extent of direct competition between a product
sold by one merging firm and a second product sold by the other merging firm by estimating the
diversion ratio from the first product to the second product. The diversion ratio is the fraction of unit
sales lost by the first product due to an increase in its price that would be diverted to the second
product. Diversion ratios between products sold by one merging firm and products sold by the other
merging firm can be very informative for assessing unilateral price effects, with higher diversion
ratios indicating a greater likelihood of such effects. Diversion ratios between products sold by
merging firms and those sold by non-merging firms have at most secondary predictive value.
Adverse unilateral price effects can arise when the merger gives the merged entity an incentive to
raise the price of a product previously sold by one merging firm and thereby divert sales to products
previously sold by the other merging firm, boosting the profits on the latter products. Taking as given
other prices and product offerings, that boost to profits is equal to the value to the merged firm of the
sales diverted to those products. The value of sales diverted to a product is equal to the number of
units diverted to that product multiplied by the margin between price and incremental cost on that
product. In some cases, where sufficient information is available, the Agencies assess the value of
diverted sales, which can serve as an indicator of the upward pricing pressure on the first product
resulting from the merger. Diagnosing unilateral price effects based on the value of diverted sales
need not rely on market definition or the calculation of market shares and concentration. The
Agencies rely much more on the value of diverted sales than on the level of the HHI for diagnosing
unilateral price effects in markets with differentiated products. If the value of diverted sales is
proportionately small, significant unilateral price effects are unlikely.11
Where sufficient data are available, the Agencies may construct economic models designed to
quantify the unilateral price effects resulting from the merger. These models often include
independent price responses by non-merging firms. They also can incorporate merger-specific
efficiencies. These merger simulation methods need not rely on market definition. The Agencies do
not treat merger simulation evidence as conclusive in itself, and they place more weight on whether
their merger simulations consistently predict substantial price increases than on the precise prediction
of any single simulation.

11

For this purpose, the value of diverted sales is measured in proportion to the lost revenues attributable to the
reduction in unit sales resulting from the price increase. Those lost revenues equal the reduction in the number of
units sold of that product multiplied by that product’s price.
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A merger is unlikely to generate substantial unilateral price increases if non-merging parties offer
very close substitutes for the products offered by the merging firms. In some cases, non-merging
firms may be able to reposition their products to offer close substitutes for the products offered by the
merging firms. Repositioning is a supply-side response that is evaluated much like entry, with
consideration given to timeliness, likelihood, and sufficiency. See Section 9. The Agencies consider
whether repositioning would be sufficient to deter or counteract what otherwise would be significant
anticompetitive unilateral effects from a differentiated products merger.

6.2

Bargaining and Auctions

In many industries, especially those involving intermediate goods and services, buyers and sellers
negotiate to determine prices and other terms of trade. In that process, buyers commonly negotiate
with more than one seller, and may play sellers off against one another. Some highly structured forms
of such competition are known as auctions. Negotiations often combine aspects of an auction with
aspects of one-on-one negotiation, although pure auctions are sometimes used in government
procurement and elsewhere.
A merger between two competing sellers prevents buyers from playing those sellers off against each
other in negotiations. This alone can significantly enhance the ability and incentive of the merged
entity to obtain a result more favorable to it, and less favorable to the buyer, than the merging firms
would have offered separately absent the merger. The Agencies analyze unilateral effects of this type
using similar approaches to those described in Section 6.1.
Anticompetitive unilateral effects in these settings are likely in proportion to the frequency or
probability with which, prior to the merger, one of the merging sellers had been the runner-up when
the other won the business. These effects also are likely to be greater, the greater advantage the
runner-up merging firm has over other suppliers in meeting customers’ needs. These effects also tend
to be greater, the more profitable were the pre-merger winning bids. All of these factors are likely to
be small if there are many equally placed bidders.
The mechanisms of these anticompetitive unilateral effects, and the indicia of their likelihood, differ
somewhat according to the bargaining practices used, the auction format, and the sellers’ information
about one another’s costs and about buyers’ preferences. For example, when the merging sellers are
likely to know which buyers they are best and second best placed to serve, any anticompetitive
unilateral effects are apt to be targeted at those buyers; when sellers are less well informed, such
effects are more apt to be spread over a broader class of buyers.

6.3

Capacity and Output for Homogeneous Products

In markets involving relatively undifferentiated products, the Agencies may evaluate whether the
merged firm will find it profitable unilaterally to suppress output and elevate the market price. A firm
may leave capacity idle, refrain from building or obtaining capacity that would have been obtained
absent the merger, or eliminate pre-existing production capabilities. A firm may also divert the use of
capacity away from one relevant market and into another so as to raise the price in the former market.
The competitive analyses of these alternative modes of output suppression may differ.
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A unilateral output suppression strategy is more likely to be profitable when (1) the merged firm’s
market share is relatively high; (2) the share of the merged firm’s output already committed for sale
at prices unaffected by the output suppression is relatively low; (3) the margin on the suppressed
output is relatively low; (4) the supply responses of rivals are relatively small; and (5) the market
elasticity of demand is relatively low.
A merger may provide the merged firm a larger base of sales on which to benefit from the resulting
price rise, or it may eliminate a competitor that otherwise could have expanded its output in response
to the price rise.
Example 20: Firms A and B both produce an industrial commodity and propose to merge. The demand for this
commodity is insensitive to price. Firm A is the market leader. Firm B produces substantial output, but its
operating margins are low because it operates high-cost plants. The other suppliers are operating very near
capacity. The merged firm has an incentive to reduce output at the high-cost plants, perhaps shutting down some
of that capacity, thus driving up the price it receives on the remainder of its output. The merger harms customers,
notwithstanding that the merged firm shifts some output from high-cost plants to low-cost plants.

In some cases, a merger between a firm with a substantial share of the sales in the market and a firm
with significant excess capacity to serve that market can make an output suppression strategy
profitable.12 This can occur even if the firm with the excess capacity has a relatively small share of
sales, if that firm’s ability to expand, and thus keep price from rising, has been making an output
suppression strategy unprofitable for the firm with the larger market share.

6.4

Innovation and Product Variety

Competition often spurs firms to innovate. The Agencies may consider whether a merger is likely to
diminish innovation competition by encouraging the merged firm to curtail its innovative efforts
below the level that would prevail in the absence of the merger. That curtailment of innovation could
take the form of reduced incentive to continue with an existing product-development effort or
reduced incentive to initiate development of new products.
The first of these effects is most likely to occur if at least one of the merging firms is engaging in
efforts to introduce new products that would capture substantial revenues from the other merging
firm. The second, longer-run effect is most likely to occur if at least one of the merging firms has
capabilities that are likely to lead it to develop new products in the future that would capture
substantial revenues from the other merging firm. The Agencies therefore also consider whether a
merger will diminish innovation competition by combining two of a very small number of firms with
the strongest capabilities to successfully innovate in a specific direction.
The Agencies evaluate the extent to which successful innovation by one merging firm is likely to take
sales from the other, and the extent to which post-merger incentives for future innovation will be
lower than those that would prevail in the absence of the merger. The Agencies also consider whether
the merger is likely to enable innovation that would not otherwise take place, by bringing together

12

Such a merger also can cause adverse coordinated effects, especially if the acquired firm with excess capacity was
disrupting effective coordination.
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complementary capabilities that cannot be otherwise combined or for some other merger-specific
reason. See Section 10.
The Agencies also consider whether a merger is likely to give the merged firm an incentive to cease
offering one of the relevant products sold by the merging parties. Reductions in variety following a
merger may or may not be anticompetitive. Mergers can lead to the efficient consolidation of
products when variety offers little in value to customers. In other cases, a merger may increase
variety by encouraging the merged firm to reposition its products to be more differentiated from one
another.
If the merged firm would withdraw a product that a significant number of customers strongly prefer
to those products that would remain available, this can constitute a harm to customers over and above
any effects on the price or quality of any given product. If there is evidence of such an effect, the
Agencies may inquire whether the reduction in variety is largely due to a loss of competitive
incentives attributable to the merger. An anticompetitive incentive to eliminate a product as a result
of the merger is greater and more likely, the larger is the share of profits from that product coming at
the expense of profits from products sold by the merger partner. Where a merger substantially
reduces competition by bringing two close substitute products under common ownership, and one of
those products is eliminated, the merger will often also lead to a price increase on the remaining
product, but that is not a necessary condition for anticompetitive effect.
Example 21: Firm A sells a high-end product at a premium price. Firm B sells a mid-range product at a lower
price, serving customers who are more price sensitive. Several other firms have low-end products. Firms A and
B together have a large share of the relevant market. Firm A proposes to acquire Firm B and discontinue Firm
B’s product. Firm A expects to retain most of Firm B’s customers. Firm A may not find it profitable to raise the
price of its high-end product after the merger, because doing so would reduce its ability to retain Firm B’s more
price-sensitive customers. The Agencies may conclude that the withdrawal of Firm B’s product results from a
loss of competition and materially harms customers.

7.

Coordinated Effects

A merger may diminish competition by enabling or encouraging post-merger coordinated interaction
among firms in the relevant market that harms customers. Coordinated interaction involves conduct
by multiple firms that is profitable for each of them only as a result of the accommodating reactions
of the others. These reactions can blunt a firm’s incentive to offer customers better deals by
undercutting the extent to which such a move would win business away from rivals. They also can
enhance a firm’s incentive to raise prices, by assuaging the fear that such a move would lose
customers to rivals.
Coordinated interaction includes a range of conduct. Coordinated interaction can involve the explicit
negotiation of a common understanding of how firms will compete or refrain from competing. Such
conduct typically would itself violate the antitrust laws. Coordinated interaction also can involve a
similar common understanding that is not explicitly negotiated but would be enforced by the
detection and punishment of deviations that would undermine the coordinated interaction.
Coordinated interaction alternatively can involve parallel accommodating conduct not pursuant to a
prior understanding. Parallel accommodating conduct includes situations in which each rival’s
response to competitive moves made by others is individually rational, and not motivated by
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retaliation or deterrence nor intended to sustain an agreed-upon market outcome, but nevertheless
emboldens price increases and weakens competitive incentives to reduce prices or offer customers
better terms. Coordinated interaction includes conduct not otherwise condemned by the antitrust
laws.
The ability of rival firms to engage in coordinated conduct depends on the strength and predictability
of rivals’ responses to a price change or other competitive initiative. Under some circumstances, a
merger can result in market concentration sufficient to strengthen such responses or enable multiple
firms in the market to predict them more confidently, thereby affecting the competitive incentives of
multiple firms in the market, not just the merged firm.

7.1

Impact of Merger on Coordinated Interaction

The Agencies examine whether a merger is likely to change the manner in which market participants
interact, inducing substantially more coordinated interaction. The Agencies seek to identify how a
merger might significantly weaken competitive incentives through an increase in the strength, extent,
or likelihood of coordinated conduct. There are, however, numerous forms of coordination, and the
risk that a merger will induce adverse coordinated effects may not be susceptible to quantification or
detailed proof. Therefore, the Agencies evaluate the risk of coordinated effects using measures of
market concentration (see Section 5) in conjunction with an assessment of whether a market is
vulnerable to coordinated conduct. See Section 7.2. The analysis in Section 7.2 applies to moderately
and highly concentrated markets, as unconcentrated markets are unlikely to be vulnerable to
coordinated conduct.
Pursuant to the Clayton Act’s incipiency standard, the Agencies may challenge mergers that in their
judgment pose a real danger of harm through coordinated effects, even without specific evidence
showing precisely how the coordination likely would take place. The Agencies are likely to challenge
a merger if the following three conditions are all met: (1) the merger would significantly increase
concentration and lead to a moderately or highly concentrated market; (2) that market shows signs of
vulnerability to coordinated conduct (see Section 7.2); and (3) the Agencies have a credible basis on
which to conclude that the merger may enhance that vulnerability. An acquisition eliminating a
maverick firm (see Section 2.1.5) in a market vulnerable to coordinated conduct is likely to cause
adverse coordinated effects.

7.2

Evidence a Market is Vulnerable to Coordinated Conduct

The Agencies presume that market conditions are conducive to coordinated interaction if firms
representing a substantial share in the relevant market appear to have previously engaged in express
collusion affecting the relevant market, unless competitive conditions in the market have since
changed significantly. Previous express collusion in another geographic market will have the same
weight if the salient characteristics of that other market at the time of the collusion are comparable to
those in the relevant market. Failed previous attempts at collusion in the relevant market suggest that
successful collusion was difficult pre-merger but not so difficult as to deter attempts, and a merger
may tend to make success more likely. Previous collusion or attempted collusion in another product
market may also be given substantial weight if the salient characteristics of that other market at the
time of the collusion are closely comparable to those in the relevant market.
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A market typically is more vulnerable to coordinated conduct if each competitively important firm’s
significant competitive initiatives can be promptly and confidently observed by that firm’s rivals.
This is more likely to be the case if the terms offered to customers are relatively transparent. Price
transparency can be greater for relatively homogeneous products. Even if terms of dealing are not
transparent, transparency regarding the identities of the firms serving particular customers can give
rise to coordination, e.g., through customer or territorial allocation. Regular monitoring by suppliers
of one another’s prices or customers can indicate that the terms offered to customers are relatively
transparent.
A market typically is more vulnerable to coordinated conduct if a firm’s prospective competitive
reward from attracting customers away from its rivals will be significantly diminished by likely
responses of those rivals. This is more likely to be the case, the stronger and faster are the responses
the firm anticipates from its rivals. The firm is more likely to anticipate strong responses if there are
few significant competitors, if products in the relevant market are relatively homogeneous, if
customers find it relatively easy to switch between suppliers, or if suppliers use meeting-competition
clauses.
A firm is more likely to be deterred from making competitive initiatives by whatever responses occur
if sales are small and frequent rather than via occasional large and long-term contracts or if relatively
few customers will switch to it before rivals are able to respond. A firm is less likely to be deterred by
whatever responses occur if the firm has little stake in the status quo. For example, a firm with a
small market share that can quickly and dramatically expand, constrained neither by limits on
production nor by customer reluctance to switch providers or to entrust business to a historically
small provider, is unlikely to be deterred. Firms are also less likely to be deterred by whatever
responses occur if competition in the relevant market is marked by leapfrogging technological
innovation, so that responses by competitors leave the gains from successful innovation largely intact.
A market is more apt to be vulnerable to coordinated conduct if the firm initiating a price increase
will lose relatively few customers after rivals respond to the increase. Similarly, a market is more apt
to be vulnerable to coordinated conduct if a firm that first offers a lower price or improved product to
customers will retain relatively few customers thus attracted away from its rivals after those rivals
respond.
The Agencies regard coordinated interaction as more likely, the more the participants stand to gain
from successful coordination. Coordination generally is more profitable, the lower is the market
elasticity of demand.
Coordinated conduct can harm customers even if not all firms in the relevant market engage in the
coordination, but significant harm normally is likely only if a substantial part of the market is subject
to such conduct. The prospect of harm depends on the collective market power, in the relevant
market, of firms whose incentives to compete are substantially weakened by coordinated conduct.
This collective market power is greater, the lower is the market elasticity of demand. This collective
market power is diminished by the presence of other market participants with small market shares
and little stake in the outcome resulting from the coordinated conduct, if these firms can rapidly
expand their sales in the relevant market.
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Buyer characteristics and the nature of the procurement process can affect coordination. For example,
sellers may have the incentive to bid aggressively for a large contract even if they expect strong
responses by rivals. This is especially the case for sellers with small market shares, if they can
realistically win such large contracts. In some cases, a large buyer may be able to strategically
undermine coordinated conduct, at least as it pertains to that buyer’s needs, by choosing to put up for
bid a few large contracts rather than many smaller ones, and by making its procurement decisions
opaque to suppliers.

8.

Powerful Buyers

Powerful buyers are often able to negotiate favorable terms with their suppliers. Such terms may
reflect the lower costs of serving these buyers, but they also can reflect price discrimination in their
favor.
The Agencies consider the possibility that powerful buyers may constrain the ability of the merging
parties to raise prices. This can occur, for example, if powerful buyers have the ability and incentive
to vertically integrate upstream or sponsor entry, or if the conduct or presence of large buyers
undermines coordinated effects. However, the Agencies do not presume that the presence of powerful
buyers alone forestalls adverse competitive effects flowing from the merger. Even buyers that can
negotiate favorable terms may be harmed by an increase in market power. The Agencies examine the
choices available to powerful buyers and how those choices likely would change due to the merger.
Normally, a merger that eliminates a supplier whose presence contributed significantly to a buyer’s
negotiating leverage will harm that buyer.
Example 22: Customer C has been able to negotiate lower pre-merger prices than other customers by threatening
to shift its large volume of purchases from one merging firm to the other. No other suppliers are as well placed to
meet Customer C’s needs for volume and reliability. The merger is likely to harm Customer C. In this situation,
the Agencies could identify a price discrimination market consisting of Customer C and similarly placed
customers. The merger threatens to end previous price discrimination in their favor.

Furthermore, even if some powerful buyers could protect themselves, the Agencies also consider
whether market power can be exercised against other buyers.
Example 23: In Example 22, if Customer C instead obtained the lower pre-merger prices based on a credible
threat to supply its own needs, or to sponsor new entry, Customer C might not be harmed. However, even in this
case, other customers may still be harmed.

9.

Entry

The analysis of competitive effects in Sections 6 and 7 focuses on current participants in the relevant
market. That analysis may also include some forms of entry. Firms that would rapidly and easily
enter the market in response to a SSNIP are market participants and may be assigned market shares.
See Sections 5.1 and 5.2. Firms that have, prior to the merger, committed to entering the market also
will normally be treated as market participants. See Section 5.1. This section concerns entry or
adjustments to pre-existing entry plans that are induced by the merger.
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As part of their full assessment of competitive effects, the Agencies consider entry into the relevant
market. The prospect of entry into the relevant market will alleviate concerns about adverse
competitive effects only if such entry will deter or counteract any competitive effects of concern so
the merger will not substantially harm customers.
The Agencies consider the actual history of entry into the relevant market and give substantial weight
to this evidence. Lack of successful and effective entry in the face of non-transitory increases in the
margins earned on products in the relevant market tends to suggest that successful entry is slow or
difficult. Market values of incumbent firms greatly exceeding the replacement costs of their tangible
assets may indicate that these firms have valuable intangible assets, which may be difficult or time
consuming for an entrant to replicate.
A merger is not likely to enhance market power if entry into the market is so easy that the merged
firm and its remaining rivals in the market, either unilaterally or collectively, could not profitably
raise price or otherwise reduce competition compared to the level that would prevail in the absence of
the merger. Entry is that easy if entry would be timely, likely, and sufficient in its magnitude,
character, and scope to deter or counteract the competitive effects of concern.
The Agencies examine the timeliness, likelihood, and sufficiency of the entry efforts an entrant might
practically employ. An entry effort is defined by the actions the firm must undertake to produce and
sell in the market. Various elements of the entry effort will be considered. These elements can
include: planning, design, and management; permitting, licensing, or other approvals; construction,
debugging, and operation of production facilities; and promotion (including necessary introductory
discounts), marketing, distribution, and satisfaction of customer testing and qualification
requirements. Recent examples of entry, whether successful or unsuccessful, generally provide the
starting point for identifying the elements of practical entry efforts. They also can be informative
regarding the scale necessary for an entrant to be successful, the presence or absence of entry
barriers, the factors that influence the timing of entry, the costs and risk associated with entry, and the
sales opportunities realistically available to entrants.
If the assets necessary for an effective and profitable entry effort are widely available, the Agencies
will not necessarily attempt to identify which firms might enter. Where an identifiable set of firms
appears to have necessary assets that others lack, or to have particularly strong incentives to enter, the
Agencies focus their entry analysis on those firms. Firms operating in adjacent or complementary
markets, or large customers themselves, may be best placed to enter. However, the Agencies will not
presume that a powerful firm in an adjacent market or a large customer will enter the relevant market
unless there is reliable evidence supporting that conclusion.
In assessing whether entry will be timely, likely, and sufficient, the Agencies recognize that precise
and detailed information may be difficult or impossible to obtain. The Agencies consider reasonably
available and reliable evidence bearing on whether entry will satisfy the conditions of timeliness,
likelihood, and sufficiency.
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9.1

Timeliness

In order to deter the competitive effects of concern, entry must be rapid enough to make unprofitable
overall the actions causing those effects and thus leading to entry, even though those actions would
be profitable until entry takes effect.
Even if the prospect of entry does not deter the competitive effects of concern, post-merger entry may
counteract them. This requires that the impact of entrants in the relevant market be rapid enough that
customers are not significantly harmed by the merger, despite any anticompetitive harm that occurs
prior to the entry.
The Agencies will not presume that an entrant can have a significant impact on prices before that
entrant is ready to provide the relevant product to customers unless there is reliable evidence that
anticipated future entry would have such an effect on prices.

9.2

Likelihood

Entry is likely if it would be profitable, accounting for the assets, capabilities, and capital needed and
the risks involved, including the need for the entrant to incur costs that would not be recovered if the
entrant later exits. Profitability depends upon (a) the output level the entrant is likely to obtain,
accounting for the obstacles facing new entrants; (b) the price the entrant would likely obtain in the
post-merger market, accounting for the impact of that entry itself on prices; and (c) the cost per unit
the entrant would likely incur, which may depend upon the scale at which the entrant would operate.

9.3

Sufficiency

Even where timely and likely, entry may not be sufficient to deter or counteract the competitive
effects of concern. For example, in a differentiated product industry, entry may be insufficient
because the products offered by entrants are not close enough substitutes to the products offered by
the merged firm to render a price increase by the merged firm unprofitable. Entry may also be
insufficient due to constraints that limit entrants’ competitive effectiveness, such as limitations on the
capabilities of the firms best placed to enter or reputational barriers to rapid expansion by new
entrants. Entry by a single firm that will replicate at least the scale and strength of one of the merging
firms is sufficient. Entry by one or more firms operating at a smaller scale may be sufficient if such
firms are not at a significant competitive disadvantage.

10. Efficiencies
Competition usually spurs firms to achieve efficiencies internally. Nevertheless, a primary benefit of
mergers to the economy is their potential to generate significant efficiencies and thus enhance the
merged firm’s ability and incentive to compete, which may result in lower prices, improved quality,
enhanced service, or new products. For example, merger-generated efficiencies may enhance
competition by permitting two ineffective competitors to form a more effective competitor, e.g., by
combining complementary assets. In a unilateral effects context, incremental cost reductions may
reduce or reverse any increases in the merged firm’s incentive to elevate price. Efficiencies also may
lead to new or improved products, even if they do not immediately and directly affect price. In a
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coordinated effects context, incremental cost reductions may make coordination less likely or
effective by enhancing the incentive of a maverick to lower price or by creating a new maverick firm.
Even when efficiencies generated through a merger enhance a firm’s ability to compete, however, a
merger may have other effects that may lessen competition and make the merger anticompetitive.
The Agencies credit only those efficiencies likely to be accomplished with the proposed merger and
unlikely to be accomplished in the absence of either the proposed merger or another means having
comparable anticompetitive effects. These are termed merger-specific efficiencies.13 Only
alternatives that are practical in the business situation faced by the merging firms are considered in
making this determination. The Agencies do not insist upon a less restrictive alternative that is merely
theoretical.
Efficiencies are difficult to verify and quantify, in part because much of the information relating to
efficiencies is uniquely in the possession of the merging firms. Moreover, efficiencies projected
reasonably and in good faith by the merging firms may not be realized. Therefore, it is incumbent
upon the merging firms to substantiate efficiency claims so that the Agencies can verify by
reasonable means the likelihood and magnitude of each asserted efficiency, how and when each
would be achieved (and any costs of doing so), how each would enhance the merged firm’s ability
and incentive to compete, and why each would be merger-specific.
Efficiency claims will not be considered if they are vague, speculative, or otherwise cannot be
verified by reasonable means. Projections of efficiencies may be viewed with skepticism, particularly
when generated outside of the usual business planning process. By contrast, efficiency claims
substantiated by analogous past experience are those most likely to be credited.
Cognizable efficiencies are merger-specific efficiencies that have been verified and do not arise from
anticompetitive reductions in output or service. Cognizable efficiencies are assessed net of costs
produced by the merger or incurred in achieving those efficiencies.
The Agencies will not challenge a merger if cognizable efficiencies are of a character and magnitude
such that the merger is not likely to be anticompetitive in any relevant market.14 To make the requisite
determination, the Agencies consider whether cognizable efficiencies likely would be sufficient to
reverse the merger’s potential to harm customers in the relevant market, e.g., by preventing price

13

The Agencies will not deem efficiencies to be merger-specific if they could be attained by practical alternatives that
mitigate competitive concerns, such as divestiture or licensing. If a merger affects not whether but only when an
efficiency would be achieved, only the timing advantage is a merger-specific efficiency.

14

The Agencies normally assess competition in each relevant market affected by a merger independently and normally
will challenge the merger if it is likely to be anticompetitive in any relevant market. In some cases, however, the
Agencies in their prosecutorial discretion will consider efficiencies not strictly in the relevant market, but so
inextricably linked with it that a partial divestiture or other remedy could not feasibly eliminate the anticompetitive
effect in the relevant market without sacrificing the efficiencies in the other market(s). Inextricably linked
efficiencies are most likely to make a difference when they are great and the likely anticompetitive effect in the
relevant market(s) is small so the merger is likely to benefit customers overall.
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increases in that market.15 In conducting this analysis, the Agencies will not simply compare the
magnitude of the cognizable efficiencies with the magnitude of the likely harm to competition absent
the efficiencies. The greater the potential adverse competitive effect of a merger, the greater must be
the cognizable efficiencies, and the more they must be passed through to customers, for the Agencies
to conclude that the merger will not have an anticompetitive effect in the relevant market. When the
potential adverse competitive effect of a merger is likely to be particularly substantial, extraordinarily
great cognizable efficiencies would be necessary to prevent the merger from being anticompetitive.
In adhering to this approach, the Agencies are mindful that the antitrust laws give competition, not
internal operational efficiency, primacy in protecting customers.
In the Agencies’ experience, efficiencies are most likely to make a difference in merger analysis
when the likely adverse competitive effects, absent the efficiencies, are not great. Efficiencies almost
never justify a merger to monopoly or near-monopoly. Just as adverse competitive effects can arise
along multiple dimensions of conduct, such as pricing and new product development, so too can
efficiencies operate along multiple dimensions. Similarly, purported efficiency claims based on lower
prices can be undermined if they rest on reductions in product quality or variety that customers value.
The Agencies have found that certain types of efficiencies are more likely to be cognizable and
substantial than others. For example, efficiencies resulting from shifting production among facilities
formerly owned separately, which enable the merging firms to reduce the incremental cost of
production, are more likely to be susceptible to verification and are less likely to result from
anticompetitive reductions in output. Other efficiencies, such as those relating to research and
development, are potentially substantial but are generally less susceptible to verification and may be
the result of anticompetitive output reductions. Yet others, such as those relating to procurement,
management, or capital cost, are less likely to be merger-specific or substantial, or may not be
cognizable for other reasons.
When evaluating the effects of a merger on innovation, the Agencies consider the ability of the
merged firm to conduct research or development more effectively. Such efficiencies may spur
innovation but not affect short-term pricing. The Agencies also consider the ability of the merged
firm to appropriate a greater fraction of the benefits resulting from its innovations. Licensing and
intellectual property conditions may be important to this enquiry, as they affect the ability of a firm to
appropriate the benefits of its innovation. Research and development cost savings may be substantial
and yet not be cognizable efficiencies because they are difficult to verify or result from
anticompetitive reductions in innovative activities.

15

The Agencies normally give the most weight to the results of this analysis over the short term. The Agencies also
may consider the effects of cognizable efficiencies with no short-term, direct effect on prices in the relevant market.
Delayed benefits from efficiencies (due to delay in the achievement of, or the realization of customer benefits from,
the efficiencies) will be given less weight because they are less proximate and more difficult to predict. Efficiencies
relating to costs that are fixed in the short term are unlikely to benefit customers in the short term, but can benefit
customers in the longer run, e.g., if they make new product introduction less expensive.

31

11. Failure and Exiting Assets
Notwithstanding the analysis above, a merger is not likely to enhance market power if imminent
failure, as defined below, of one of the merging firms would cause the assets of that firm to exit the
relevant market. This is an extreme instance of the more general circumstance in which the
competitive significance of one of the merging firms is declining: the projected market share and
significance of the exiting firm is zero. If the relevant assets would otherwise exit the market,
customers are not worse off after the merger than they would have been had the merger been
enjoined.
The Agencies do not normally credit claims that the assets of the failing firm would exit the relevant
market unless all of the following circumstances are met: (1) the allegedly failing firm would be
unable to meet its financial obligations in the near future; (2) it would not be able to reorganize
successfully under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Act; and (3) it has made unsuccessful good-faith
efforts to elicit reasonable alternative offers that would keep its tangible and intangible assets in the
relevant market and pose a less severe danger to competition than does the proposed merger.16
Similarly, a merger is unlikely to cause competitive harm if the risks to competition arise from the
acquisition of a failing division. The Agencies do not normally credit claims that the assets of a
division would exit the relevant market in the near future unless both of the following conditions are
met: (1) applying cost allocation rules that reflect true economic costs, the division has a persistently
negative cash flow on an operating basis, and such negative cash flow is not economically justified
for the firm by benefits such as added sales in complementary markets or enhanced customer
goodwill;17 and (2) the owner of the failing division has made unsuccessful good-faith efforts to elicit
reasonable alternative offers that would keep its tangible and intangible assets in the relevant market
and pose a less severe danger to competition than does the proposed acquisition.

12. Mergers of Competing Buyers
Mergers of competing buyers can enhance market power on the buying side of the market, just as
mergers of competing sellers can enhance market power on the selling side of the market. Buyer
market power is sometimes called “monopsony power.”
To evaluate whether a merger is likely to enhance market power on the buying side of the market, the
Agencies employ essentially the framework described above for evaluating whether a merger is likely
to enhance market power on the selling side of the market. In defining relevant markets, the Agencies

16

Any offer to purchase the assets of the failing firm for a price above the liquidation value of those assets will be
regarded as a reasonable alternative offer. Liquidation value is the highest value the assets could command for use
outside the relevant market.

17

Because the parent firm can allocate costs, revenues, and intra-company transactions among itself and its subsidiaries
and divisions, the Agencies require evidence on these two points that is not solely based on management plans that
could have been prepared for the purpose of demonstrating negative cash flow or the prospect of exit from the
relevant market.
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