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APPEAL 
U.S. District Court 

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia (Atlanta) 

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 85-CV-4377 

Palmer, et al v. BRG of Georgia, Inc., 
Assigned to: Judge Orinda D. Evans 
Demand: $0,000 

et al Filed: 11/4/85 
Jury demand: Plaintiff 
Nature of Suit: 410 · 
Jurisdiction: Federal Question Lead Docket: None 

Dkt# in other court: None 

Cause: 15:26 Suit for injunctive relief re violation antitrust laws 

JAY PALMER 
plaintiff 

MICHAEL CHIDESTER 
plaintiff 

TERI L. POWERS 
plaintiff 

DAVID DUNBAR 
plaintiff 

WILLIAM FERGUSON 

John Charles Butters 
[COR LD NTC] 
Off ice of John Charles Butters 
2 Peachtree Street 
1515 First Atlanta Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30383 
404-688-0440 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
[COR LD NTC] 
Office of James F. Ponsoldt 
305 Great Oak Drive 
Athens, GA 30605 
404-688-0440 

John Charles Butters 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

John Charles Butters 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

John Charles Butters 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

John Charles Butters 
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ATI'EST: A TRUE con 
CERJ(l;FIED nus · 

N.Q~flvt J_J (']~7 
Luther D. nri'nas, 'Clerk 

By: £. 'tflciM~c-/' 
Deputy Cl~rk 
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Proceedings include all events. 
1:85cv4377 Palmer, et al v. BRG of Georgia, Inc., et al 

plaintiff 

BENJAMIN FIRST 
plaintiff 

v. 

BRG OF GEORGIA, INC., a 
Georgia Corporation 
dba 
BAR/BRI 

defendant 

BAR REVIEW GROUP, INC. , a 
Georgia Corporation 

defendant 

BRG PUBLICATIONS, INC. , a 
Georgia Corporation 

defendant 

HARCOURT BRACE JOVANOVICH 
LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PUBLICATIONS, INC . , a 
Delaware Corporation 
dba 
BAR/BRI (Nationally) 

defendant 

RONALD 0. PELLETIER 
defendant 

(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

John Charles Butters 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

James F. Ponsoldt, nam 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

Kevin E. Grady 
[COR LD NTC] 
Alston & Bird 
35 Broad Street, N.W. 
1200 C&S National Bank Building 
Atlanta, GA 30335 
404-586-1500 

Kevin E. Grady 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

Kevin E. Grady 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 

Lee Trammell Newton, Jr. 
[COR LD NTC] 
Hansell & Post 
2 Peachtree Street, N.W. 
3300 First Atlanta Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30383-3101 
404-581-8000 

Kevin E . Grady 
(See above) 
[COR LD NTC] 
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CEEDINGS C85-4377A 
OMPLAINT, w/j ~ an ~ . 

SUMMONS issued & handed to atty. w/cons.form, PTI (also attach to serv. copies) 
SUMMONS reissued as to dft. R. Pelletier & handed to atty. 

SUMMONS reissued as to dft Bar Review & BRG Publications, Inc. 
RETURN OF SERVICE on dft Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich exec. 11/5/85. 
RETURN OF SERVICE on dft R. Pelletier exec. 11/6/85. 
RETURN OF SERVICE on dft BRG of Georgia exec . 11/5/85 . . 
RETURN OF SERVICE on Sec. of State for Bar review Groupt Inc. exec. 11/19/85. 
RETURN OF SERVICE on S~c. of State for dft BRG Publica.t.ions EXec 11/19/85 

ANSWER of dft. Jovanovich. c/dkt to ct dep. Assign. notice ina1rl:'d. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE -. by dft. Harcourt Brace etc re: resp to pltf's req. for prod. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dft. Harcourt Brace etc re: resp to pltf . 1st interr. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dft Harcourt Brace etc re: lst req. for prod on pltf. 
NSWER of dfts BRG of Georgia, Bar Review Group, BRG Publication & R. Pelletier. 
c/dkt to ct dep. Assign. notice mailed. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dfts 7,8,9,11 re: r,esp. tQ_pltf's )1st req. for prod. 
CERTIFICATE OF INTERESTED PERSONS. To ODE. \ret'd 12/19/85 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dfts 7,8,9 & 11 re: interr to pltfs. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dfts #7,8,9 & 11 re: lst req. for prod . of docu on pltfs. 
CONSENT ORDER on disc. of confidential info & material .(see for details)cc&eod 12/17 E 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT and cert of settlement conf . Origs to ct dep. (appr. 1/2/86) 

1 CONSENT ORDER that pltf shall file motion for class certification on or before 2/17 
/86 & dfts to resp. by 2/24/86, but parties may extend their deadline by 10 days . 
Hrg. on issue of class certification shall be held at time to be set later if court 
determines hrg. is needed ; disc. to be completed w/in 4 months except for expert 
testimony. cc&eod 1/29/86. · 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dft. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich re:resp to 2nd req. for pr < 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dft Harcourt Brace Jovanovich re: resp to lst interr of pl 1 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dfts 7,8,9,11 re: resp to pltf's 2nd req. for prod . 
CERTIFICATE'OF SERVICE by dfts 7,8,9,11 re: resp to pltf's 1st interr. 
MOTION for certification as a Glass action w/brief by pltf. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE by dft H. B. Jovanovich re: 2nd interr to pltf. 
ORDER giving dfts 10 days after parties receive the last of the transcripts of the 
depositions in which to respond to pltf's motion for class certification. cc&eod 
2/21/86. ..JQ'ulMl'. I e;rJbS 

I · EMORANDUM i n o o i ti o t t f 1 t · f r c · · · 
~h EPLY brief in support of pltf's motion fo r class certification by pltf. a - '. 

SUBMITTED ON PLTF'S MOTION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION. 'iDLLtmt: d o f;Gf/NS 
o MOTION for leave to file supplemental memo. in opposition to pltf's motion for 

class certification w/ ro . su 1. memo. To . ODE. · 
o . i es er, . un ar, . erguson, . owe rs irs in suppor 

of memorandum & suppl. memo in oppos. to pltf's motion for class certification by 
dft Jovanovich. To ODE. t~t.l-Th1..1S . 

DEPOSITION of Ja Palmer in o os. to ltf's motion for class c :tification b dft 
/i BRIEF in opposition to dft's motion for leave to file suppl. memo in opposition to 

pltf's motion for class certification by pltfs. 
SUBMITTED ON OFT' S MOTIOW .FOR r: LEAVE TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL MEMO. IN OPPOSITION TO PLTF 11 

MOTION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION. 
JOINT MOTION for ext. of time to file motions for s.j . w/memo & prop. order. To ODE. 
ORDER GRANTING ext. of time thru 4/30/86 for parties to file motions for s.j. cc&eod 
4/18/86. 

:4 ~~V1~~ ~~rr psa.?.i,a~;b·Ae't= \'t~~~et~m~nstt~~e~~nc\~0}w)t~i~s~li~~t~~· R. Pelletier & 
· · dfts . ee cover letter in re lateness ~I I 

~ MM ND Min opposition to pltf s motion for partial s . j . by dfts. 
d (ff> ESPONSE to pltf's statement of material facts by dft w/dft's statement of facts. 

11 SUBrHTTED ON PLTF'S MOTION FOR PARTIAL SUMM. JUDG. 

~~ ~' tJ'e9111r~!iN oW oi~~·.s Mno°r1b<tr F"b'Rr sw.wr.a J6oif.dgment. 
- 0 J er -

.. . . - -· - __ -:. ~ ..... . ·- --· ,.. --.......... . ........ _ .. ___ (• . --~..... -~- .--,..,.~,.. .... _ ... ,.,...._ -· - ._.. .... -~ --' ..... "' ... 



PROCEEDINGS . [Jj 
Muy ·2Td ONSENT ORDER ext time thru 6/9/86 for pltf. to respond to dft 1 s opposition to 

pltf's motion for s.j. & ~xt . time thru 6/13/86 for def. to file resp. to pltf's 
. brief in opposition to dft's summ. judg. cc&eod 5127/86. 

1 28 \ct LETTER from Atty. Butt.ers enclosing replacement pages for pltf s brief in <:>pposition 
io dft's motion for s:j. To ODE. 

June 3 ~ ORDER that pltf's motion for class certification & dft's motion for leave to file 
suppl. brief in opposition to pltf's motion are DEFERRED pending further order of 
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the court. cc&eod 6/9/86. 
REPLY brief in support of pltf's motion for partial s.j. by pltf. 

~ RESPONSE to dft 1 s statement of material & undi s11uted fac.ts bv ol t_c; · • 
~ REPLY brief in support of dft's motion for s.j. 'by dft~.lfarcourt llrace Jovanovich 

RESUBMITTED ON PLTF'S MOTION FOR PARTIAL SUMM. JUDGM AND ON DFT 11 S MOTION FOR SUMM. 
JUDG. . 

~ MOTION for sanctions against R. Pelletier w/brief . by pltf.+c obi::. 
REPLY to pltf' s motion for sanctions by dft. \JDlllft\t'.. ()._ £~\)S 

. ~ RESPONSE to pltf's motion for sanctions by dft Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

SUBMITTED ON PLTF'S MOTION FOR SANCTIONS AGAINST PELLETIER. ~ Ol\.lff\~ _3 fJf(KirJ~ 
REPLY to dfts reply to pltfs' motion for sanctions. To ODE. 

ETITION FOR leave of absence by pltf . w/ORDER granting leave for 10/22 thru 11/3/86 . 
cc&eod 10/27/86. 

HEARING IN CHAMBERS: Cause came on for hrg. on motions for s.j. After arguments, the 
court took the motions under consideration . 

ORDER that dft's motion for s.j. is GRANTED as to counts 2 thru 9. Pltf's motion for 
partial s.j. is DENIED. The court DEFERS ruling on dft's motion for s.j. insofar as 
it pertains to count one. Clerk DIRECTED to resubmit motion w/in 30 days from date 
of this order. Should pltfs. elect to file further materials, the court will set a 
time for dfts to respond. cc&eod 1/13/87. 

· ~ RDER DENYING pltf's motion for sanctions. cc&eod 1/13/87. 
@ ORDER DENYING pltf's motion for class certification. cc&eod 1/13/87. °' """ r,.,.t,, ··.\>J V,J 

~ 10TION for ext. of time to file for reconsideration w/brief & proposea order. ODE 

~ ORDER GRANTING pltf's motion for ext. of time to file for reconsideration thru 
2/9/87. cc&eod 2/4/87 . 

g MOTION for reconsideration w/brief & additional evidence in regards to court order 
_ of 1/9/87 by pltf. 

f10TION of dTts for an order sett}.My: date for responses to pltf 1 s motion to 3/l 2/D7. 
30 ORDER that dfts have till 3/12/87 to file briefs in response to pltfs' brief & 

additional evidence submitted in resp to courts 1/9/87 or & pltf's motion for 
econsideration. cc&eod 2/20/87. . 
RESP N h ~~ 0 SE to pltfs motion for reconsidera & pltf's brief & additional evidence 

submitted in resp. to court's order of 1/9/87 by dfts. 
SUBMITTED ON PLTF' S MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION. 

55 RESPONSE by pltf to dfts opposition to pltf's motion for recon. To ODE. 
10TION to strikeimotion for additional disc. by pltf w/brief. To ODE. 

·1 MEMORANDUM in RESPONSE TO PLTF 11 S MOTION TO STRIKE & for additional disc. 
~ EPLY to memo randum of dfts in response to motion to strike & for additional disc by 

pltf. 
SUBMITTED ON PLTF'S MOTION TO STRIKE AND FOR ADDITIONAL DISC. 

CO.tiE' O'LIE~ DOCKETING SYSTEM 
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5/7/87 ~ 

5/12/87 ~ 

5/13/87 ,;5'@ 

Brief of newly discovered material submitted in response to 
court's order & in support of pltf's motion for 
reconsideration by pltfs. To ODE (dt) 
[Entry date 5/14/87] 

Application by Atty. Butters for leave of absence. To 
courtroom deputy . (dt) [Entry date 5/19/87] 

RESPONSE to pltf's brief [1-1] by defendant BRG of Georgia, 
Inc., defendant Bar Review Group, defendant BRG 
Publications, defendant Harcourt Brace Jovan, defendant 
Ronald 0. Pelletier. To ODE (dt) [Entry date 5/19/87] 

5/20/87 .A'~ ORDER approved by ct dep. GRANTING application motion by 
Atty. Butters for leave of absence from 6/18 thru 6/25/87. 
cc&eod 5/26/87. [2-1] . (dt) [Entry date 5/26/87] 

7/8/87 5 

7/8/87 ~ 

7/17/87 ,?"~ 

7 /23/87 .-8'@ 

7/28/87 

9/16/87 //{j) 

10/6/87 ~~ 

10/9/87 ~ 

ORDER that dft's motion for s.j. on count one is GRANTED 
and pltf's motion for s.j. on count one is DENIED & 
DIRECTING clerk to enter judgment in favor of dft by Judge 
Orinda D. Evans filed. cc (dt) [Entry date 7/16/87] 

JUDGMENT ENTERED on for defendant BRG of Georgia, Inc., 
defendant Bar Review Group, defendant Harcourt Brace Jovan, 
defendant BRG Publications, defendant Ronald 0. Pelletier 
against plaintiff William Ferguson, plaintiff Benjamin 
First for costs. cc. (dt) [Entry date 7/16/87] 

MOTION by plaintiff Jay Palmer, plaintiff Michael ~ 
Chidester, plaintiff Teri L. Powers, plaintiff David 
Dunbar, plaintiff William Ferguson, plaintiff Benjamin 
First to alter judgment, or to amend judgment [6-1] 
with brief in support. (dt) [Entry date 7/23/87] 

RESPONSE by defendant BRG of Georgia, Inc., defendant Bar 
Review Group, defendant Harcourt Brace Jovan, defendant BRG 
Publications, defendant Ronald 0. Pelletier in opposition 
to motion to alter judgment by plaintiff [7-1], motion to 
amend judgment [6-1] by plaintiff [7-2] . (dt) 
[Entry date 7/27/87] 

SUBMITTED to Judge Orinda D. Evans on motion to alter 
judgment by plaintiff [7-1] (dt) 

ORDER DENYING motion to alter judgment by plaintiff [7-1], 
DENYING motion to amend judgment [6-1] by plaintiff [7-2] 
by Judge Orinda D. Evans . cc (dt) [Entry date 9/17/87] 

Bill of costs of defendant BRG Publications, defendant 
Ronald O. Pelletier against pltf for $1,025.77 .. (dt) 
[Entry date 10/8/87] 

MOTION by pltfs. to review bill of costs with brief in 
support. (dt) [Entry date 10/13/87] 
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10/ 9/87 12 

10/ 13/87 

10/13/87 

10/13/87 13 

10/14/87 14 

11/9/87 15 

12/3/87 

12/22/87 --

1/21/88 

3/5/90 16 

11/6/90 

Stipulation. for filing interr & resp to interrogatorie.s 
which should have been filed with the motion for s.j . filed 
with above mentioned matter to be part of record on appeal. 
(dt) [Entry date 10/13/87] 

COSTS TAXED in the amount of$ 1,025 . 77 for defendant BRG 
Publications, defendant Ronald 0. Pelletier. cc (dt) 

SUBMITTED to Judge Orinda D. Evans on bill of costs [10-1] 
(dt) 

RESPONSE by defendant BRG Publications, defendant Ronald 0. 
Pelletier to motion to review bill of costs [11-1] . to ODE 
(dt) [Entry date 10/14/87 ] 

NOTICE OF APPEAL by pltfs from judgment [6-1], order [9-1] 
and orders (3) of 1/9/87 . . cert c/dkt, NOA, Judgment & 
orders to USCA. ack 10/26/87 #87-8804 (dt) 
[Entry date 10/19/87] [Edit date 10/28/87] 

ORDER DENYING reduction of the bill of costs in the motion 
to review bill of costs [11-1] by Judge Orinda D. Evans . 
cc (dt) 

FORTHWITH LETTER from U.S. Court of Appeals. (dt) 
[Entry date 12/08/87] 

Certified and TRANSMITTED RECORD on to U.S. Court of 
Appeals. (4 vols of pleadings and 8 depos) ack 1/20/88 (bbf) 
[Edit date 01/26/88] 

SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD #1, consisting of plas' brief and 
additional evidence submitted in response to the court's 
order of 1/9/87, filed 2/9/87, forwarded to USCA. ack 
2/1/88 (bbf) [Edit date 02/09/88] 

Certified copy of ORDER of the U.S. Court of Appeals appeal 
[14 - 0] AFFIRMING this court's decision. Entire file 
returned. cc (dt) [Entry date 03/14/90] 

LETTER from USCA wanting us to send the file to them as US 
Supreme Court has requested that record be forwarded to 
them. Orig. file sent to USCA (dt) [Entry date 11/13/90] 
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