Mareh, 1872

April 19, 1971

Dita Beard’s
Change of Mind

Nixon @Gives an
Order on I.T.T.

E. Howard Huni, his red wig mkew,
interviews L.T.T. lobbylst Diia Beard
in ber Denver hospital room.

President Nizon orders Deputy Atioe-
ney General Richerd Kilelndiensi o
drop the sppeal on the |.T.T. ease

On February 29, 1972, eclumnist
Jack Anderson reported that the Jus
tice Depariment had dropped an anti-
trust case agains [.T.T. in retum
for a $400,000 pledge o help under-
| write the 1972 Republican National
Convention. Anderson's source was
i memo, wrtten and authenticaied by
[ita Beard, which siated; “Oiher than
permitting Johm Mitchell, Ed Rein
ecke, Bob Holdeman, and Nixon . |, .
no one hes known from whom that
400 thousand commmitment has come.

Mitchell is definitely helping us,
but cannot let it be kaowna. ™

The Senate Judiciery Commitiee,
concerned about Richard Kleindienst's
handling of the [.T.T. case, reopened
hearings on his confirmation s atior-
ney general. Dita Beard was 1o testifly,
but she was suddenly whisked off 1o
& Denver hospital by G. Gordon Lid-
dy, 100 " 1o talk.

White House Special Counsel Charles
Colson sent & disguised E. Howard
Hunt to Denver. Cluiming to mepre-
sent “high levels of the adminisire-
tion,” Hunt bearded Beard from 11
FAL 10 3 AM. on her memo.

A few days later, on March 17,
Dits Beard isiued & sworn statement
which said: *Mr. Anderson's memo is
a [orgery, and not mine,” Bat, m 1973,
the Senate Watergate hearings finally
linked the President and Mitchell 1o
the |.T.T. seitlemeni.

In July, 1971, insicad of going
ghead with its landmark anfitrust
test case against the International Tele-
phone and Telegraph Corp., the Jus-
tice Depariment snnounced an out-of-
court setilement. No oneé announced
that I.T.T. had just pledped $400.000
to the 1972 Republican Convention

On February 29, 1972, columnisi
Jack Anderson Hnked the contriba-
ton and the case, In March, Klein-
dienst insisted “1 was not interfered
with by envbody &t the White House ™
In October, 1972, however, he told
Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox a
wery different story

On April 19, 1971, Kleindicnst re-
called, White House domestsc coun-
selor John Ehrlichman had called and
teld him that the President did not
want him o file the government ap-
peal on the |.T.T. case. Kleindicnst re-
fused 10 comply. Nixon himsell called
nexi. “Listen, vou son of a blich,” he
said. “Don't you understand the Eng-
li=h language? Deon't appeal that god-
damn case, and ihat's all there is o it."

Kleindicnst weni o John Michell,

| and told him that he would resign

rather than drop the case. Laler,
Mitchell told Kleindienst, *'1've talked
o your friemd [Mixon]. He smd do
snything you want on antitrost cases.”
Klelndienst filed the appeal, but be-
fore it could be argued, the Justice
Depariment settled with LT.T
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