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Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal
Opposed by Consumer 
Groups
August 13, 2007; Page B2

Three consumer groups are siding with antitrust 
regulators in opposing Whole Foods Market
Inc.'s proposed purchase of rival natural- and 
organic-food retailer Wild Oats Markets Inc., 
saying it would lead to higher food prices. The 
consumer groups said that, without the 
acquisition, Whole Foods and Wild Oats would 
expand and compete more aggressively with 
each other, providing a benefit to shoppers. The 
brief was filed in federal district court in 
Washington by the Consumer Federation of 
America, the American Antitrust Institute and 
the Organization for Competitive Markets. 
Whole Foods announced earlier this year that it 
agreed to buy Wild Oats for $565 million. The 
Federal Trade Commission sued to block the 
sale on antitrust grounds, and a hearing was held 
last week. A federal judge in Washington is 
expected to rule soon whether to continue an 
injunction that has blocked Whole Foods from 
completing the deal.

RELATED ARTICLES AND BLOGS
Related Articles from the Online Journal
•  Court Weighs if Grocers Are Super or Specialized
•  Whole Foods Extends Offer for Wild Oats
•  FTC Inadvertently Reveals Whole Foods' Plans
•  Whole Foods, U.S. Take Fight To Courtroom

Blog Posts About This Topic
•  Federal Trade Commission v. Whole Foods Market and Wild 
Oats Markets  bespacific.com
•  AP Headlines |  marketplace.publicradio.org

More related content Powered by Sphere 

     
    

Sponsored by

Article Search

 
Advanced Search

Quotes & Research

 
nmlkji Symbol(s) nmlkj Name



Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal Opposed by Consumer Groups - WSJ.com http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118697066286695683.html?mod=sphere_ts

2 of 6 8/17/2007 10:33 AM

RELATED INDUSTRIES
• Food & Tobacco

Personalized Home Page Setup
Put headlines on your homepage about the companies, 
industries and topics that interest you most.

What's This? | Get Listed

Dow Jones Sites

Customer Service

 • The Online Journal

 • The Print Edition

 • Contact Us

 • Site Map

 • Help

Advertiser Links

Featured Advertiser 

RBS and WSJ.com 
present

ADVERTISERS LINKS

 
Return To Top

 • StartupJournal

 • OpinionJournal

 • CollegeJournal

 • CareerJournal

 • RealEstateJournal

 • MarketWatch

 • Barron's Online

 E-MAIL SIGN-UP
Find out the latest market movements and trends in our 
e-mail alerts. Check the boxes below to subscribe.

gfedc The Morning Brief
gfedc The Afternoon Report
gfedc The Evening Wrap

Save Settings

To view all or change any of your e-mail settings, click to the 
E-Mail Setup Center

www.HealthyChoice.com
Ads by Google

Research the Top Performing Mutual Funds
850+ No-transaction fee mutual funds. Research funds on our site.
www.scottrade.com

Hot Stock Alert
Gulf Ethanol (OTC:GFET). BioFuels, Green Energy.
www.gulfethanolcorp.com

Capital One Small Business Solutions
Apply now and get rewarded on new purchases from day one
www.capitalone.com



Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal Opposed by Consumer Groups - WSJ.com http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118697066286695683.html?mod=sphere_ts

3 of 6 8/17/2007 10:33 AM

"Make it Happen"
find out how RBS and 

WSJ.com can help you 
"Make it Happen". 

Click Here ...

Get your AT&T 8525 by 
HTC now!

HP Workstations for 
Finance

Find out what's Behind 
the Screens. Presented 
by SHARP®

New 2007 Jaguar XKR 
with 420hp

A special section on 
Scientific Marketing by 
Accenture

A notebook PC that's a 
wi-fi hotspot.

Turn Information 
Technology into 
Business Technology 
with HP.

See what’s new at
AA.com



Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal Opposed by Consumer Groups - WSJ.com http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118697066286695683.html?mod=sphere_ts

4 of 6 8/17/2007 10:33 AM



Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal Opposed by Consumer Groups - WSJ.com http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118697066286695683.html?mod=sphere_ts

5 of 6 8/17/2007 10:33 AM

Log Out   Contact Us   Help   Email Setup   My Account/Billing  Customer Service: Online | Print

Privacy Policy   Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use   Mobile Devices   RSS Feeds

  News Licensing   Advertising   About Dow Jones

Copyright © 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved



Whole Foods-Wild Oats Deal Opposed by Consumer Groups - WSJ.com http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118697066286695683.html?mod=sphere_ts

6 of 6 8/17/2007 10:33 AM

 


