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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
 

MINUTES 

 

 

October 25, 2023 

 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA 

 

   PLAINTIFF 

 

VS. 

 

AMAZON.COM, INC. 

 

   DEFENDANT 

 

 

Department:   304 

 

Case Number:  CGC-22-601826 

 

Nature of Cause:  

 

CASE MANAGEMENT 

CONFERENCE 

 
Present:  

 

Judge:   ETHAN P. SCHULMAN 

Reporter:  Carol Haraburda, CSR No. 8052; 

Tel. (925) 360-6065; Email: 

chreporter@comcast.net  

 

 

Clerk:   FELICIA GREEN 

Bailiff:   not present 

 

Appearances:       

Stephen R. Smerek  

Mina Noroozkhani  

Catherine Simonsen  
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE  

300 S. Spring Street  

Los Angeles, CA  90013 

Tel: (213) 269-6409 

Email: Stephen.Smerek@doj.ca.gov  

Email: mina.noroozkhani@doj.ca.gov  

For the People of the State of California 
 

Carl R. Metz  

Andrew Lemens 

Heidi Hubbard 

Constance Forkner (via CourtCall)   
WILLIAMS & CONNOLLY LLP  

680 Maine Avenue SW 

Washington, DC  20024 

Tel: (202) 434-5899 

Email: cmetz@wc.com  

For defendant Amazon.com, Inc.  
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Appearances:       

Jeffrey M. Davidson 
COVINGTON & BURLING LLP  

Salesforce Tower  

415 Mission Street 

San Francisco, CA  94105 

Tel: (415) 591-7021  

Email: jdavidson@cov.com  

For defendant Amazon.com, Inc. 

 

 

 

10:01 a.m.  The above-entitled action comes on calendar regularly for a case management 

conference.  The Court, counsel and court staff are present as listed above. 

 

The conference commences.  Counsel states their appearances. 

 

The Court has reviewed the joint statement and intends to address certain topics, such as, 

discovery issues and disputes.  The Court wants to talk about the competing approaches to 

dispositive motions and where to go from here, in the short term and long term.  In addition, the 

Court suggests they talk about the Federal Trade Commission action, (FTC), and how it may 

affect this case.   

 

Defense counsel brings the Court up to date on discovery, ongoing discussions regarding search 

terms and some productions.  Plaintiff informs the Court they have served request for 

admissions, as well as form and special interrogatories.   

 

The parties confer about the list of (8) eight, senior executive custodians whose files are to be 

searched.  Plaintiff wants to set an informal discovery conference, (IDC) on the custodian issue.  

The Court discloses that he will schedule the conference at the end of the hearing.   

 

The Court and counsel have brief discussions re the customer experience ambassador 

communications, (customer appreciation program), side agreements with 3rd parties and 

dispositive motions pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 437c(t).   

 

Subsequently, the Court and counsel open discussions re the FTC complaint and coordination.  

Defendant brings the Court up to date on the status.  The parties had an initial meeting and 

conferring re early litigation and have conferred about a protective order.  Counsel believes there 

are some overlapping allegations with this case and pricing allegations.  The parties discuss 

having an informal coordination and believe they will have more to report at the next conference.  

Plaintiff says they are open to coordination with the private plaintiffs and the FTC action.   

 

The Court continues the action to January 18, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., for a further case management 

conference.  The Court suggests counsel continue to meet and confer.  If they reach an impasse, 
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they should contact the clerk in Department 304, to schedule an informal discovery conference, 

(IDC).  The parties may add it onto the case management conference if they wish. 

 

11:58 a.m.  Court adjourns. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 


