
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

MOTOROLA MOBILITY, INC., 
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 
 vs. 
 
AU OPTRONICS CORPORATION, et al., 
 
   Defendants. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

 
 
Case No. 09-cv-6610 
 
Judge Joan B. Gottschall 
 
Magistrate Judge Sidney I. Scheinker 
 

 
BRIEF OF THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, TRADE AND  

INDUSTRY OF JAPAN AS AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 
 
I. INTEREST OF AMICUS CURIAE 

Defendants in this case include Japanese companies that are alleged to have 

participated in an international cartel to fix prices for thin film transistor liquid crystal display 

(TFT-LCD) products in various national markets.  Amicus Curiae, the Ministry of Economy, 

Trade and Industry of Japan ("METI"), has significant economic, political, and legal interests in 

ensuring that companies based in Japan comply with the Japanese legal system, and that 

Japanese companies running businesses elsewhere comply with “reasonable” jurisdictional 

requirements of other nations.1   

                                                 
1 While counsel for defendant Sharp Corporation in Japan, Nishimura Asahi, assisted in the drafting of this amicus 
brief, the views expressed herein are those of METI.  Further, defendant Sharp Corporation compensated Nishimura 
Asahi for its assistance in drafting this brief.  Except as specifically disclosed, no counsel for a party in this case 
authored this brief in whole or in part, and no monetary contribution to the preparation or submission of the brief 
was made by any person other than the amicus curiae.   
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II. ARGUMENT 

The Government of Japan strongly opposes assertion of extraterritorial 

jurisdiction that would unreasonably interfere with sovereign authority and violate fundamental 

principles of international law, and in this regard, the Government of Japan already has twice 

submitted amicus briefs to U.S. courts in the Empagran case, expressing its concerns with the 

extraterritorial application of U.S. competition laws by foreign companies that have filed suit in U.S. 

courts, based on U.S. antitrust laws, but that are not affected substantially in the U.S.  See Br. of the 

Government of Japan as Amici Curiae in F. Hoffman-La Roche Ltd. v. Empagran, S.A at 2 (S. Ct. 

Feb. 3, 2004)(a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A); Br. of the Fed. Rep. 

of Germany, United Kingdom of Gr. Britain and N. Ireland, Japan, the Swiss Confederation, and the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands as Amici Curiae in Empagran, S.A. et al., v. F. Hoffman-La Roche Ltd. 

(D.C. Cir. Feb. 16, 2005)(a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B).   

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan hopes that the this Court 

will consider this issue based on the opinion of the Government of Japan argued in these amicus 

briefs. 
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Dated:  October 23, 2013 

           Respectfully submitted, 
 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY OF JAPAN 
 
 
By /s/ William C. Meyers  
 One of its Attorneys 

 
 
William C. Meyers 
GOLDBERG KOHN LTD 
55 East Monroe Street 
Suite 3300 
Chicago, Illinois  60603 
(312) 201-4000 
Firm Code:  46703 
wcm@goldbergkohn.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that on October 31, 2013, he 

caused a copy of the BRIEF OF THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, TRADE AND 

INDUSTRY OF JAPAN AS AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' 

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION to be served upon the parties of record via the 

Court's ECF/electronic mailing system. 

 
 
 

/s/ William C. Meyers   
William C. Meyers 
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